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that fire prevention and safety messages are vitally important to each of us
and to our families.

This year the National Fire Protection Association, the originator of Fire
Prevention Week, is encouraging families to be safe and to design and prac-
tice a home fire escape plan. Private sector initiatives in partnership with
the public sector are complementing this effort. All who can should join
with government officials at every level, fire service personnel, citizens'
groups, and private citizens to develop and carry out public awareness and
education programs about fires. Campaigns being formulated will reach
high-risk populations, including inner city and rural residents, children, and
the elderly.

On Sunday, October 11, 1987, at the National Fallen Fire Fighters Memorial
Service at the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland, the tribute
of a proud and grateful Nation will be paid to the 114 American fire fighters
who died in the line of duty in 1986. Let us honor these heroes in prayerful
remembrance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October
4, 1987, as Fire Prevention Week, and I call upon the people of the United
States to plan and actively participate in fire prevention activities during
this week and throughout the year.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5706 of September 23, 1987
Emergency Medical Services Week, 1987

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

We can all be extremely proud of and grateful for those who staff our Na-
tion's emergency medical services (EMS). They make a tremendous differ-
ence in our land as they save lives and care for the injured and the critical-
ly ill. Dedicated physicians, nurses, paramedics, park rangers, fire fighters,
law enforcement officers, and countless devoted volunteers form a system
that works daily for the safety and well-being of all Americans. Many per-
form their tasks under severe conditions, and many risk their lives to
rescue accident victims; all of them make EMS a national success.

Most of us can tell from personal experience of quick, efficient EMS teams
who have saved the lives of people we know and love. Despite these many
successes, however, more than 750,000 Americans continue to lose their
lives from emergencies each year. That is why EMS teams across our coun-
try strive constantly to improve their remarkable lifesaving record. They
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work to upgrade their training and skills, to find new methods and better
equipment, and to establish nationwide standards for EMS training and the
delivery of care. Additionally, they work to teach citizens what to do when
emergencies confront us in our homes, places of work, or on the street.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 134, has designated the week of
September 20 through September 26, 1987, as “National Emergency Medical
Services Week"” and authorized and requested the President to issue a proc-
lamation in observance of this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of September 20 through Septem-
ber 26, 1987, as National Emergency Medical Services Week, and I call
upon all Americans to participate in appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twelfth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5707 of September 23, 1987
Veterans Day, 1987

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For decades America has paused on the 11th of November, the anniversary
of the armistice that concluded World War I, to remember and to honor our
veterans of military service. We do so in proud and grateful recognition of
the hardships and sacrifices demanded from and faithfully accepted by the
millions of men and women who have defended our land in war and in
peace.

Our observance of Veterans Day this year, the Bicentennial of the Constitu-
tion, reminds us in a special way of the service men and women who have
made liberty's cause their own. Our fundamental charter lives on because
through the years countless brave Americans have gladly willed to “pro-
vide for the common defence.” No one is more responsible for securing the
“Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity” than our veterans.
That is why, this November 11 and always, we let veterans know that their
service is not forgotten, that their sacrifices are appreciated, and that
America salutes its defenders.

In order that we may pay fitting homage to those who have served in our
Armed Forces, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November
11 of each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to honor Ameri-
ca's veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, November 11, 1987, as Veter-
ans Day. I urge all Americans to recognize the valor and sacrifice of our
veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and private prayers. I also
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